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where you can make a difference? 


A job as a Direct Support Professional might be right 
for you! REM Hennepin is an equal opportunity employer 
serving individuals with disabilities. We offer: 
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or Comfort Pack / 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


summer Stylin’ 
And Profilin’ 


Can you feel it? Snow be damned, summer is almost within our grasp! 
And as we dust off the patio furniture and break out the summer cloth- 
ing, we need to not only figure out the best way to throw a little good ol’ 
fashioned shindig this summer, but look GOOD doing it. 

And we know, fair readers, that you already look good. Yall are gor- 
geous, let’s not be mistaken. But a change in season requires a change 
in style, and in our 2019 Summer Entertaining + Style issue, we aim to be 
your hookup to the latest fashion trends. 

And on that note, we chat with fashion tastemakers from MARTIN- 
PATRICK3, Nani Nalu, and Mall of America style guru Sara Rogers on 
the hottest tips and styles for the summer season. 


EL 


ч 


THE REMOD 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC 48C378021 


www .houseliftinc.com 
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We also learn about the art of catering from Culinaire and We Cater 
To You, who know all about entertaining guests and sending them home 
happy. 

If that’s not enough for you, we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League, we profile two GLBT-themed 
book releases from the Minnesota Historical Society, we learn about 
the good folks of Lutheran Social Services’ Senior Corps, and our friend 
Carla Waldemar recaps her trip to lovely India! 

So get ready to stash that winter coat, unleash the grill, and work on 


that killer tan! Summer is almost here! I 


P—-— ‹ 

LAVENDER'S з OB Thursday; Mayj9th 

Nights B * | Dinner starts at’6:00) 
at the [heater 4¥show 8:00 s ® 


Ask for the Lavender Night 
at the Theater Discount - 


$55 Dinner and 
Д "Show Tickets 


Passcode: 
LAVENDER19 


952.934.1525 ChanhassenDT.com 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


ANose With Panache 


Rostand’s flesh-and-blood template, Sav- 
inien Cyrano de Bergerac (1619-1655), provid- 
ed the swashbuckling hero of the playwright’s 
1897 blockbuster. The original sported an over- 
sized nose, was a skilled swordsman, wit, and 
author; he made enemies, wrote two plays and 
two science-fiction books concerning travel to 
the sun and the moon, all this rich material Ros- 
tand used. What Beta-Cyrano did not have, but 
Rostand created, was Roxane, the unattainable 
love, the engine that has driven Rostand’s mas- 
terpiece for 122 years. 

As Rostand retooled his Cyrano, so others 
have retrofitted Rostand’s, according to their 
times and temperaments. Anthony Burgess’s 
1971 Guthrie Cyrano, according to drama 
critic Henry Hewes, used “cosmonautis” in the 
“moon-dropper” scene, and for Cyrano’s final 
“panache” penned, “a diamond in the ultimate 


For the Guthrie’s current Cyrano, director 
Joseph Haj referenced and adapted the Gladys 
Thomas and Mary Е Guillmard 1899 transla- 
tion, tightening, fleshing out the three princi- 
pals, Cyrano, Roxane, and tongue-tied young 
Christian, to illuminate, “Rostand’s key theme: 
the idea that true beauty resides within.” 

Rostand’s play and contemporary Parisians 
were far removed from the play’s romantic 17th 
century, yet the opening night’s audience stood 
applauding past an hour. Rostand was catapult- 
ed in an eye-blink from unknown to immortelle 
in the Académie francaise (founded in 1635 by 
Cyrano’s enemy de Guiche’s uncle, Cardinal 
Richelieu.) 

Haj left only Cyrano’s ballade, composed 
aloud as he duels, in the original French, offer- 
ing the viewer a taste of its complex meter and 
rhyme, avoiding flooding the English ear with 
an evening of rhymed iambic hexameter. 


Everyone loves an I-did-it-my-way hero, 
relishing a good cry at the inevitable finale. 
“Panache” as we use it today, encompasses an 
individual's dash, daring, wit, and authentic- 
ity. Cyrano adds Gascon pride, refusing aid, 
an unassailable devotion to friends, an overall 
recklessness, daily traversing enemy lines to 
deliver “Christian’s” love letters to Roxane. 
Cyrano's weakness: ingrained shame of his hid- 
eous nose, instilled early; “mother never found 
me handsome." 

In 1640, “panache” referred to the plume 
worn in a military helmet. Cyrano wore his 
white plume daily—as his writing quill. Fif- 
teen years on, Cyrano breathes, *One thing is 
left...” When Roxane asks, "That is?" Cyrano 
murmurs, ^My white plume." Or as Rostand 
wrote, “Mon panache.” 

Roxane and Cyrano look within. Finally, 
they see. Ш 


combustion." 


Karaoke 
Nightly 
at 9pm 


Fri 4.26 


GOZADERA LATIN NIGHT 
9PM 


JAMES BALLENTINE 


OWN 
FW 


61 » Maha ©) transmission 


Tuesdays 
6:30pm 


UPTOWN DANCE PARTY 
W/ DJ ВОВ 10pm 


Wednesdays 
10pm 


Sat 4.27 


SHANNON BLOWTORCH / DJ KEEZY 
10pm 


Thursdays 
6:30pm 


Sat 5.4 
DEUCES UP! 


The place to be in Minneapolis for live 
music and entertainment, for EVERYONE. 
2916 Lyndale Ave. S. | Minneapolis, MN 55408 
www.UptownVFW.org 


Check calendar online for more upcoming shows and events! 


Happy Hour 11-2 and 4-7 Daily 


Bingo 
Sat at 1pm and 
Mon at 6pm 


Sun 5.5 


BIG STAGE KARAOKE 
9pm 


Pulltabs * Live Music * Food & Drinks * Welcoming Vibe 
"We're Not Your Typical VFW" 
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DENTISTRY 


We Welcome New Patients! 
Come Experience the Linden Hills difference 


* General Cosmetic Dentistry 
* Family & Childrens Dentistry 
* Invisalign & Botox Services 
* Evenings & Weekend Appointments 
For Your Convenience 
* Most Forms Of Insurance Accepted 
* Free Parking 
e Warm, Welcoming Staff & Office 
e State-of-the-Art Technology & Treatments 


SOS SIE 
V E 
\ oum, 


Dr. Kordie Reinhold • Dr. Peter Hinke 
Dr. Chas Salmen • Dr. Jane Puntillo 
4289 Sheridan Ave. S. e Minneapolis 

612-922-6164 
www.lindenhillsdentistry.com 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY CHRIS TARBOX 


LAVENDER'S FIRST 
THURSDAYS AT KOHLER 
SIGNATURE STORE 


APRIL 4, 2019 


BEST WISHES FLORAL 


Your Floral Design Specialists! 


Special Events • Weddings « Funerals • Deliveries 


Wire Service Available! 


WWW.BWFLORAL.COM 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 e INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


AMERICA'S 


LARGEST 


PRIDE EDITION 


Make sure your Business, Organization 
or Event is part of LAVENDER’s 20th 
Annual Pride Edition! 


‚ Call 612-436-4660 to speak with a Sales Executive 
and reserve your ad space today. 


СТЕРЕО Му BALL 2019 


NORTHERN LIGHTS 


- A Night of Brilliance with the Minnesota Orchestra 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019 
Orchestra Hall / Hilton Hotel 
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with entertainment and music by: 
R 


MINNESOTA 


OSMO VÄNSKÄ ORCHESTRA 


THE MOB 
(Minnesota Orchestra Band) 


SYNERGY 


Ж SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST: 


Chastity Brown 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org/symphonyball 


PRESENTING BEST 
BUY; 


SPONSOR: a 


THANK YOU TO MEDIA SPONSOR LAVENDER MAGAZINE 


OUR SCENE 


AUTONOMY 
May 9-12 
St. Paul River Centre, 175 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul 
612-338-6131 
mixedblood.com 

You don’t have to go the Mixed Blood The- 
atre space to see their next production, Au- 
tonomy by Ken LaZebnick. Founding artistic 
director Jack Reuler goes on site to St. Paul's 
RiverCentre for what's described as part Dis- 
ney, part auto show, part drive-in theater. Nine 
scenes and 40 vintage and unusual cars make 
for a uniquely horsepowered theatrical event. 
Technology and human intervention are major 
themes. Featuring Harry Waters, Jr., known for 
his stage work in the first production of Angels 
in America and Penumbra Theatre's gay break- 
through play, Stage Directions, and his perfor- 
mance in the film comedy classic, Back to the 
Future. 


THE BEST OF BURT 
BACHARACH BY HDM 

Apr. 26, 27 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres Fireside Theatre 
501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 

952-934-1525 

www.chanhassendt.com 


When music of the 1960s is remembered, 
the Beatles automatically and reflexively domi- 
nate the public overview. However, the songs 
of Burt Bacharach glimmered resplendently 
throughout the same period. His fanbase 
ranged across the generations and the racial 
spectrum. Some say that the trio of Bacharach, 
lyricist Hal David, and vocalist Dionne War- 
wick is actually the greatest music group of the 
time. Bacharach staples like “What the World 
Needs Now", “What’s New Pussycat", “Do You 
Know the Way to San Jose?", and “Raindrops 
Keep Falling on my Head" were the soundtrack 
of an era for scores of millions. 

You may not recognize the acronym, HDM, 
but if you're familiar with the Twin Cities's 
internationally prominent jazz club scene you 
probably know of them individually. And natu- 
rally, you can imagine Burt Bacharach as a 
perfect fit for vocalists Bruce A. Henry, Debbie 
Duncan, and Gwen Matthews. This dynamic 
trio, whose phrasing and resonance are utterly 
thrilling to hear, enhance Chanhassen's Fire- 
side Theatre concert series. They're supported 
by a top tier quintet playing new arrangements 
of stellar Bacharach tunes. 

'To add icing to the cake, since they perform 
in a prominent theater for musicals, HDM will 
offer the title tune from Bacharach's vibrant 
stage musical, Promises, Promises and its hit 
single, Г" Never Fall in Love Again. 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Autonomy. Photo by Dan Norman 


The Gun Show. Photo by Hillary Olson 


book by \ 
Bianchi, McAuley & Strawdérman 


Red Hot and Cole. Image courtesy of Theatre inThe 
Round Players 


THE GUN SHOW 
May 3-18 
Off Leash Art Box, 4200 E. 54th St, Minneapolis 
612-520-1230 
www.uprisingtheatre.com 

A major queer-oriented theater troupe 
swings out with a one person show that is said 
to take an objective view of the gun ownership 
controversy. Said to lean neither left or right, 
this solo piece written by E.M. Lewis and di- 
rected by Emily England, features Lauren 
Diesch in the role. This is the first time in 26 
years that a queer-oriented theater company 


has produced a piece focused on gun rights. 
The last one was trans actress-writer Roxanne 
Hutton's bold solo work, Second Amendment, 
an Actors for Change production which was a 
piece very much in support of gun ownership 
rights. 


RED HOT AND COLE 
Through May 19 
Theatre in the Round Players, 245 Cedar Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-333-3010 
www.theatreintheround.org 

Cole Porter (1891-1964), one of the great 
popular composers of the 20th century and a 
legend in gay history as well, led an illustri- 
ous life. After graduating from Yale in 1913, he 
helped needy French villagers in World War I 
and served in 32nd Field Artillery Regiment. 
After the Versailles Treaty, he studied music 
in Paris where he married Linda Lee Thomas. 
Linda knew he was gay but it’s widely held that 
it wasn’t an issue with her. Ever the socialite, 
she burnished a reputation for for throwing 
fabulous parties for which Cole was a lively 
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co-host. You can sense that light, festive and 
elegant spirit in timeless tunes such as “Be- 
gin The Beguine”, and “You’re the Top”. Not 
to mention, sensual songs like “Love For Sale” 
and “My Heart Belongs to Daddy”. Porter 
also created marvelous musicals that continu- 
ously enjoy revivals. For example, “Anything 
Goes", "Can-Can", “Kiss Me Kate", and “Gay 
Divorce”. Theatre in the Round Players is pre- 
senting an acclaimed revue created in the late 
1980s. It’s title is actually a play on words of a 
Porter musical called Red, Hot, and Blue. 
Director Mary Cutler describes the piece: 
“In Red Hot and Cole we are allowed the op- 
portunity to experience Porter’s lush and 
romantic tunes, his clever and a tad-naughty 
lyrics, and observe his unique personal and 
professional relationships. This combination 
of inimitable lyrics, beautiful melodies, and 
fun-loving characters are the musical’s at- 
traction. Red Hot and Cole pays due homage 
to Porter’s brilliance and to his society—the 
makers of a golden era in American musi- 
cal theatre history. The Porters’ curious 
lives along with their friends, Kaufman and 
Hart, Monty Wooley, Dorothy Parker, Clifton 
Webb, Noel Coward, allow us a brief peek 
into the sparkling talents of an era in which 
the American musical theatre was rising to 
prominence in the annals of world theatre.” 


SHUL 

Through May 19 

Highland Park Community Center 
1978 Ford Parkway, St. Paul 
651-647-4315 

Www. mnjewishtheatre.org 

Popular veteran Guthrie actor and Broad- 
way Baby Robert Dorfman has directed the 
world premiere of a play by Sheldon Wolf. Shul 
grapples with the problem of houses of worship 
sustaining themselves in a changing economy. 
It ponders, what if a synagogue congregation 
was to share their worship space with another 
religion? 

The dilemma in Shul pertains to sharing 
sacred space with a group from the Sikh 
faith community. Wolf has said that at read- 
ings of the play, non-Jewish listeners have 
been struck by how it relates to the financial 
struggles of their own places of worship. 
Guthrie fans will remember Dorfman as 
central player during gay Artistic Director 
Garland Wright’s tenure at the Guthrie in the 
1980s. He also played Shylock to acclaim in 
the Big G’s '07 production of The Merchant of 
Venice, the Shakespeare play with its contro- 
versial view of antisemitism. 


Continued on page 14 
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SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


TU DANCE SPRING PROGRAM 
May3&4 

The O'Shaughnessy at St. Catherine's University 
2004 Randolph Ave, St. Paul 

651-690-6700 

theoshaughnessy.com 

TU Dance has been around now for 15 
years, and their evening of works by famed 
choreographers to celebrate that promises to 
be something special. Not to mention a great 
opportunity to actually see great dancers per- 
form signature works. Just as we think of clas- 
sic plays, these are contemporary classics of 
dance. Legendary gay choreographer of color 
Alvin Ailey kept his sexual orientation down 
low, but his queer sensibility was known to 
come through his work at points. TU will pres- 
ent his pieces Night Creature and Witness, which 
were co-created with jazz great Duke Ellington 
for television in 1974. Imagine a nocturnal 
world of jazz and nightcrawlers in Night Crea- 
tures. But shift gears for Witness, first presented 
in 1986, three years before Ailey's death from 
complications from HIV/AIDS. It draws its 
spiritual source from the voice of Jessye Nor- 
man, the esteemed dramatic soprano. 

Also included is a tribute to dance anthro- 
pologist, Pearl Primus of Urban Bush Women 
fame. Titled Walking with Pearl...Africa Diaries 
(2004), its originator Jawole Willa Jo Zollar will 
actually be a part of the performance as the 
work's live narrator. A third work features tra- 
ditional music recorded in Cuba. Where Light 
Shines Through, commissioned for TU in 2017, 
it dances to themes of solidarity and persever- 
ance. 


ROALD DAHL'S MATILDA THE 
MUSICAL 

Through June 23 

Children's Theatre Company, 2400 Third Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 

612-874-0400 

www.childrenstheatre.org 


We often hear laments about how comput- 
ers and iPhones seem to have invaded our 
minds like a virus. Something comparable hap- 
pened in the last century with the advent of tele- 
vision. Children drawn to books and learning 
were sometimes mocked and ridiculed for ap- 
preciating the power and beauty of words—not 
only by other kids, but even by adults. This is 
the predicament of a young girl named Matilda 
penned by Roald Dahl four decades ago. That 
book was adapted into a hit Royal Shakespeare 
Company musical in the UK and has enjoyed 
success on Broadway as well. Children’s The- 
atre Company is producing the first local stag- 
ing. Director Peter C. Brosius says, “Very few 


TU Dance Spring Program. Photo by Michael Slobodian 


authors capture the unique perspective of chil- 
dren like Mr. Dahl; in terms of their resistance, 
their independence, their willfulness, their 
resilience, and their ferociousness. And what 
(composer-lyricist) Tim Minchin and (book 
writer) Dennis Kelly have done is capture that 
fierceness as well as the way kids see the adult 
world—that it’s cruel, insane, and unjust. They 
are truly mad and I love how wonderfully mon- 
strous they are. Our young Matilda is able to 
rise up, face challenges that no one has done 
before—to even challenge the dreaded Miss 
Trunchbull!” 


VICTOR/VICTORIA 

Through May5 

Schneider Theater at Bloomington Center 
forthe Arts 

1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Bloomington 
952-563-8575 

artistrymn.org 

In 1982, Julie Andrews finally balanced out 
her idyllic image minted by Mary Poppins and 
The Sound of Music, two of the very biggest box 
office blockbusters of the 1960s. Not to men- 
tion her 1966 turn as a missionary in the Best 
Picture Oscar-nominated Hawaii. Finally, in 
'82 she received her first Oscar nod since The 
Sound of Music and turned the tables on that im- 
age with her marvelous crossgender musical 
portrayal in Victor/Victoria directed by her hus- 
band, Blake Edwards. 

As with Shakespeare’s crossgender come- 
dies, its female protagonist subverts the hetero- 
centric norm of opposite sex attraction—that of 
a person who emanates the traditional image of 
a gender, but whose physical body is not that of 
the image evoked. This lends to dramatic and 


comedic power as it teases the audience with 
the idea that the unaware actual heterocentric 
member of one gender is captivated and, there- 
fore, confused by someone they think is their 
same gender. 

In 1995, Edwards and Andrews came to the 
Orpheum in Minneapolis to launch the pre- 
Broadway run of the stage musical version of 
the groundbreaking, genderbending film. In 
the years since, it has become a stage classic. 
It also brought for the reality of women inhabit- 
ing and conveying maleness in a world that up 
to that point was inclined to include the notion 
of men inhabiting and conveying femaleness 
more openly than women doing the inverse. 
For example, since the early ’80s we have seen 
the steady rise of drag kings, and not just drag 
queens. 

At Artistry MN, arguably the best producer 
of musicals in the region, Ann Michels who 
actually played Mary Poppins at Chanhassen 
Dinner Theatre’s mainstage and was named 
Lavender Spotlight’s Best Actress of 2015, 
now stars in Victor/Victoria 5 title role(s). 

Celebrated choreographer-director Mi- 
chael Matthew Ferrell feels the show is just as 
relevant now as ever. He shares, “It’s uncannily 
like reading many of the headlines of today and 
those issues that affect the LGBTQ community. 
Victor/Victoria addresses the issues of gender 
identity, brings to light the inequality of women 
in the workplace, has folks looking at their own 
sexuality and how we try to mask ourselves as 
society sees fit. This show celebrates all those 
diverse individuals and when we can be our 
authentic selves that’s when we can truly start 
living and find true happiness." I 


14 1 LAVENDER | APRIL 25 - MAY 8, 2019 


HAPPY 
GNOME 


Drink. Repeat. 


TEQUILA DINNER 
Tuesday, April 23, 6 - 8 p.m. CASAMIGOS 
Four Courses $65 ы 
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Love, Annotated 


The Minnesota Historical Society contributes to the canon of local 
GLBT history with two new book releases. 


Lizzie Ehrenhalt and 
Tilly Laskey, editors 
Foreword by Lillian Faderman 


The Love Letters of Rose Cleveland and 
Evangeline Simpson Whipple 
1890-1918 


Precious and Adored. Image courtesy of MNHS Press 


As we approach the 50th anniversary of Stonewall and look back at 
the astonishing history of the GLBT community both nationally and 
worldwide, it’s certainly important to acknowledge and appreciate the 
mountains of queer history found in our own backyard. 

Thanks to the Minnesota Historical Society, the voices of queer Min- 
nesotans past and present will be heard in two new book releases from 
MNHS Press: Precious and Adored: The Love Letters of Rose Cleveland 
and Evangeline Simpson Whipple, 1890-1909, and Queer Voices: Poetry, 
Prose, and Pride. 

The first publication, Precious and Adored, was released on April 23 
and is a collection of love letters between two women in the late 1800s. 

“In 1890, Rose Cleveland, sister of President Grover Cleveland, be- 
gan writing to Evangeline Simpson, a wealthy widow who would become 
the second wife of Henry Whipple, Minnesota’s Episcopal bishop,” said 
MNHS Press editor-in-chief Ann Regan. “The women corresponded 
across states and continents, discussing their advocacy and humanitar- 
ian work—and demonstrating their sexual attraction, romance, and part- 
nership. In 1910, after Evangeline Whipple was again widowed, the two 
women sailed to Italy and began a life together.” 

Because of the rarity of Gilded Age GLBT stories such as Cleveland and 
Whipple’s, finding and assembling these love letters was no easy task. 

“Stories as complete as Rose Cleveland’s and Evangeline Whipple’s 
are rare because people destroy family papers, either wanting to sup- 
press a past or just not realizing the importance of the documents,” said 
Regan. “In this case, the Whipple descendants who donated the letters in 
1969 as part of a larger collection of family papers evidently did not real- 
ize they existed. MNHS staff found the letters while cataloging the pa- 
pers. Fearing they would become ‘the subject of titillation’ because they 
showed that ‘a lesbian relationship existed between the two women’, the 
staff kept them hidden.” 

The second release by MHNS Press, set for release on May 1, 
is Queer Voices, the latest in a series of collections of fiction, nonfiction, 
and poetry created by local GLBT authors. This time around, 44 Minne- 
sota GLBT voices breathe life into this volume of culturally and histori- 
cally important queer literature. 

“Since its beginnings in 1993, the Queer Voices reading series has 
featured both emerging and established Minnesota-based writers of the 
LGBTQIA+ community,” said Regan. “With a track record of more than 
twenty years, the series has become a national model and one of Minne- 
sota’s most important literary institutions. It is reputed to be the longest- 
running curated queer reading series in the country.” 
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The voices within the book affirm the significance of civil literacy and 
the power of vulnerability, says Regan. 

"This anthology features writers who have read as part of the Queer 
Voices, the longest-running curated queer reading series in the coun- 
try,” said Regan. “John Medeiros and Andrea Jenkins have directed the 
series since 2005; Lisa Marie Brimmer joined them in 2016 to recruit 
even more diverse voices in the LGBTQIA+ community. Their good 
work in seeking out excellent writers helps others to come forward.” 

In addition to these new releases, the Minnesota Historical Society 
has been working hard to support the local GLBT community in other 
ways. 

“In May of 2018, MNHS launched its first Employee Resource Group 
(ERG),” said Regan. “The Rainbow ERG provides a mechanism for edu- 
cation, consultation and inclusion around queer identities, perspectives 
and history at MNHS. The group identifies issues, provides insights on 
projects and activities, and offers opportunities for MNHS staff to en- 
gage in queer education and advocacy.” 

In addition, the MNHS created a page on their website dedicated to 
GLBT resources, which can be found at www.mnhs.org/lgbtq. 

In addition, the MNHS Gale Library Lobby will host an exhibit com- 
memorating the 50th anniversary of Stonewall this summer, featuring 
a wealth of GLBT historical materials, including those from Stonewall. 

The book launch for Queer Voices will take place on May 14 at the 
Target Performance Hall of Open Book. For more information on the 
event, visit www.mnhs.org/event/7163. Precious and Adored is now 
available for purchase at shop.mnhs.org. ll 
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Queer Voices. Image courtesy of MNHS Press 
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AQ Years At Bat 


As the Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League prepares to start its 41st season, league commissioner, Greg 
Fedio, takes a look back at Minnesota’s first gay softball team and looks forward to a new season. 


Quite a lot goes down at The Saloon. Wheth- 
er you're there for the dancing, the drinks, or 
to meet tonight's special someone, The Saloon 
never disappoints. Which is why it comes as 
no surprise that The Saloon is the home of the 
founding of the Twin Cities! very first openly 
gay softball team in 1979. 

The team was associated with the Minneso- 
ta Gay Athletic Association (MGAA), which had 
already established the "Goodtime" bowling 
league and was sponsored by The Saloon. That 
summer, the softball team played several char- 
ity games, including a game against the Min- 
neapolis Police Department Team at Parade 
Stadium. An estimated 400 fans overflowed the 


bleachers and stretched down the third base- 
line to support The Saloon team, and behind 
the team's bench were eight male cheerlead- 
ers with green and white pompoms. Another 
100 fans sat in the first baseline bleachers in 
support of the Blue Team. To the surprise of 
most, The Saloon team came out as victorious 
winners of the game. 

News of the game led the evening news on 
local TV stations, and on the following day, the 
Minneapolis Tribune on page one of the metro 
section featured the headline "Gay Team De- 
feats Police 12-7 in Charity Softball Game." 
Later that summer, the team was invited to the 
third Gay Softball World Series (GSWS) held 


in Milwaukee. The Saloon team placed second, 
losing to a Los Angeles team in the champion- 
ship game 13-12. 

In January 1980, the Twin Cities Goodtime 
Softball League (TCGSL) was established. The 
league adopted the name "goodtime" partly be- 
cause of having a good time aligned with the 
league's mission statement, but also because in 
those days, it wasn't always safe to identify as 
gay, says Greg Fedio, TCGSL league commis- 
sioner. 

"The TCGSL is all inclusive. We accept play- 
ers of all sexual orientations, gender identities, 
and skill levels. Everyone is welcome to play 
in our league! A new recruit sign-up list can be 
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found on our website and is active until open- 
ing day," Fedio says. 

In March 1980, the fledgling league was 
accepted as the seventh member of the North 
American Gay Amateur Alliance (NAGAAA), 
the organization responsible for hosting the 
GSWS. TCGSL quickly established itself as an 
instrumental part of NAGAAA, contributing 
significantly to NAGAAA administration and 
competitions. Fedio says they are currently the 
third largest league in NAGAAA with close to 
600 athletes and 34 teams. 

The TCGSL season begins on Sunday, April 
28, and they play on Sundays throughout the 
summer. The majority of games are played at 
Taft Fields in Richfield, Minnesota. 

Fedio says the TCGSL is committed to giv- 
ing back to the community through various lo- 
cal charitable endeavors. 

"First and foremost is the league's 'Sun- 
shine Fund,' which was established to provide 
support to league members that are experienc- 
ing a hardship that may impact themselves, 
their family members, or their significant oth- 
ers," Fedio says. "Often times, this may be the 
gesture of sending flowers when a loved one 
passes. Other times, this includes providing 
greater support to players that have been im- 
pacted by severe illness like cancer." 


Continued on page 20 
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The TCGSL is open to people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and skill levels. Photo courtesy of TCGSL 


The league has also consistently budgeted 
a yearly contribution to the Minnesota AIDS 
Project. In the past, the league has worked 
with Clare Housing and The Naming Project. 

"The biggest fundraisers we operate are 
the TCGSL opening party and the Miss TCGSL 
drag competition. The kickoff party this year 
is from 6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, April 27 at the 
EagleBOLTbar. Miss TCGSL will be on Satur- 
day, July 20 at a location to be announced at a 
later date," he says. 

Through its many fundraisers and events, 
the TCGSL gives back to the community in 
ways that surely were not anticipated that day 
at The Saloon back in 1979. 

"I don'tthink the significance of the TCGSL 
in our community can be overlooked. For 40 
years, the league has provided a safe space for 
LGBTQ and allied athletes to be part of the 
community in a fun and nonjudgemental way," 
he says. "I hear people refer to the league as 
their family on a regular basis." 

For more information, visit wwu.tegsl.org. U 
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The Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League's 2019 season kicks off on April 28. Photo courtesy of TCGSL 
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Kolkata is home to the Hooghly train station. Photo by India Beckons 


This wasn’t your normal tour of India—Taj 
Mahal, River Ganges, Red Fort, blah blah blah. 
Been there, done that, loved it. But I was ready 
for the kind of experience small-tour operator 
Sudhakar (Sudha) Selwyn had in mind: a three- 
week-long dive into the unexplored tribal re- 
gions of the country’s northern Wild Frontier. 
A chance to get to know its people rather than 
just its monuments. We’d brake the minivan to 
chat with rice planters, tea pickers, rickshaw 
drivers, mandarin harvesters, untouchables: 
the humble folk that weave the fabric of the 
land. 

Starting in Kolkata, everywhere we ven- 
tured, dropping in unannounced, we were 
greeted like Bollywood stars: camera out for 
selfies with the white-skinned foreigners they’d 
never glimpsed before. Despite its abject pov- 
erty, folks in Kolkata shimmer with a verve for 
living: It’s not called City of Joy for nothing. 
While Delhi is India’s government center and 
Mumbai the economic hub, Kolkata loves liv- 
ing in the moment and sharing it on the street. 

We waved at men bathing together at a 
sidewalk spigot (photos welcome), getting 
haircuts, brushing teeth and carrying on life in 
what’s always a public place. We made friends 
with an untouchable barber, visiting the minis- 
cule hut he shares with his mother and wife, 
who cooks on the pavement for passers-by. We 
played with toddler orphans at Mother Teresa’s 
establishment. We made our way through a jas- 
mine-scented labyrinth of flower sellers, reach- 
ing daylight at the riverbank where the devout 


dipped into its holy, murky waters. 

We gathered at 6 a.m. for a trek through an 
outdoor market, already bustling with water 
sellers balancing their buckets; guys on bikes 
toting dozens of complaining chickens; skinny 
men hoisting hundred-pound sacks of potatoes; 
fish sellers spreading their wares on a plastic- 
covered bit of pavement; and sweepers attack- 
ing the tsunami of trash. We took a quick spin 
in rickshaws pulled by wizened men with ropy 
muscles, then tried our luck at pulling it our- 
selves (note: Keep the day job). We paused for 
a breakfast of chapattis, lentils, spicy potatoes 
and liver, whetted with cups from a tea vendor 
(5 cents). Then, off to see the city. 

Crossing a mighty bridge along with what 
seemed like most of the city’s 17 million resi- 
dents, we entered the legendary Hooghly Rail- 
road Station, where homeless folks camped 
out amid the chaos. Then, a clattering tram 
spin through the city, stopping at the vener- 
able India Coffee House, a hipsters’ hangout, 
for steaming cups served by elderly waiters in 
frilly caps. 

We feasted at an elegant Bengali restaurant 
one day, in a modest Muslim café the next— 
biryani, lamb with mint, rice pudding—and in 
steamy street stalls plying sizzling samosas 
on many another. We explored the temple of 
the bloodthirsty goddess Kali—incense, bells, 
crowds—and witnessed a goat sacrificed via 
flashing scimitar in her honor. We followed 
Sudha on his impromptu slum tour, barging 
into murky tenements unannounced yet again 


and yet always welcome—snaking through 
dim corridors into many a family’s hovel, clean 
as a whistle, boasting TVs but sans water. Life 
is anything but easy in Kolkata but joy, indeed, 
prevails. 

City living was the preview for the real fo- 
cus of our tour—to explore tribal life in the far 
northeast, India’s unvisited “wild frontier.” A 
short flight landed us in tea-plantation country, 
where we lodged in modest guest houses or 
even more basic hotels—the best on offer (elu- 
sive electricity, rare hot water). We’re deep in 
the mountains now, tracing the path of the pow- 
erful Brahmaputra River—crossing a bridge 
lined with fish sellers from whom we bought 
what would become dinner, or warily tread- 
ing skimpy, swaying bamboo bridges to reach 
a tribal village, where we’d spend the day and 
night. They were ready for us: The ringleader, 
a saucy matriarch, directed her peers to dance 
for us, then indicated it was our turn. 

Not on the agenda. We hurriedly organized 
the hokey pokey, which made a big hit. The 
tribals giggled as they put their whole selves in. 
Followed by a growing herd of children, Pied 
Piper style, we visited their bamboo homes and 
joined in a communal lunch of rice, chicken 
and egg pudding cooked in hollow bamboo 
logs over an open fire, accompanied by rice 
beer—a taste it takes courage to acquire. 

At dusk, we supped on rice and spinach 
aside the open fire centering each home on 
stilts, then bedded on the floor at sunset, to 
be awakened by the usual randy chickens at 5 
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a.m. These tribes have no written language and 
speak no Hindi—the sorta-universal tongue of 
India—yet are no strangers to today’s fashion 
trends: polished toenails and teens in artisti- 
cally ripped jeans. The tribals are animists, 
worshiping sun and moon. We were welcomed 
at their chant-and-response service on a sunny 
Sunday. 

Hitting the bumpy, hairpin-turn jungle high- 
way once again, we braked for a couple of ele- 
phants and their construction-worker mahoots 
(drivers), and at roadside stands selling local 
mandarins and bananas, admiring the babies 
of the hard-working moms. Their husbands, 
we later discovered, had adjourned to the local 
outdoor Bingo parlor for an afternoon of gam- 
bling (first prize: a coveted Harley). 

As we drove, we watched Army troops learn- 
ing to raft in the mighty river, then paused to 
chat with a teenagers headed to town to deliver 
smoked meat to their elders. Oh, what kind 
of meat, asked Sudha: “Show us.” Songbirds. 
Mice on a skewer. But we heard no birdsongs 
ourselves; they’d all been hunted for food. 

In Pasighat, our town for the night, we am- 
bled through teeming market stalls, admiring 
exotic fruits and veggies, then encountered 
one of India’s wandering Aesthetics— a young 
man given by his parents at age five to the re- 
ligious life of sleeping in temples and begging 
for food. He joined us in a round of samosas. 

In Assam, we invited ourselves yet again 
into the city’s slums, where everyone smilingly 
posed for photos, let us hold their babies, and 
ushered us into their colorful rooms. On the 
banks of the river, we spy fisherwomen maneu- 
vering a huge net attached to two-by-fours to 
catch what look like minnows for their lunch. 
Passing one of the many aged, tinsel-decorated 
trucks with “Honk Please” painted on their 
bumpers (the only driving directive everyone 
gladly obeyed), we came upon crowds stream- 
ing into a huge pavilion, all in their best tunics 
and saris. 

What’s going on, we ask? It’s the annual 
tribal political-social gathering, we’re told by 
officials, who whisk us (again unannounced) 
straight to the VIP tent for tea and cookies. 
We're then ushered to front-row seats for a 
dance performed by 200 graceful, sari-clad 
girls. Phone cameras click—we're now used 
to the constant demand for selfies —as we're 
presented with ceremonial shawls. A young 
boy breathlessly discloses to me, “You are my 
first foreigner!" 

We're everybody's first. This region re- 
ceives few tourists—Indian or foreign—so 
we're treated like royalty. We visit a vast rice 
paddy to chat with the women whose back- 


breaking job it is to pluck the leaves into sacks, 
justlike when cotton ruled the American South. 
We shake their rough, scarred hands, pose for 
more selfies, then stop at a tea stand down the 
road—which, of course, causes cars and scoot- 
ers to pull up to ogle the white-skinned visitors 
and pull out phones for bragging rights. 

We stroll to an adjacent schoolyard to take 
a peek. Immediately waving kids fill the win- 
dows, then burst out the doors, followed by 
their equally-excited teachers. These middle- 
schoolers dance for us, then test their English 
(“Nice to meet you.”) More tea and cookies 
and again a ceremonial scarf from the teach- 
ers. Hugs and kisses as we depart. 

Jumping back a century, we overnight at 
the home of a former British plantation big- 
wig, where we dine on tasty cauliflower, mut- 
ton, paneer (that wonderful soft cheese, often 
served with spinach) eggplant, squash, pota- 
toes, those tiny river minnows and—yes! Ice 
cream! I’m offered a hot water bottle as I head 
to bed. 

Next morning, we're off to Nagaland, which 
makes the earlier part of our journey appear 
tame as an Interstate. We drive higher, higher, 
on the uber-winding and ultra-bumpy road to a 
guest house in this—surprise!— Baptist village, 
where the locals were converted by British 
missionaries long ago and now are building a 
5,000-person church. They're singing hymns as 
we gather for a simple dinner. 

Pushing on to Sibsagar—Lord Shiva's 
Town—we visit the god's temple to watch 
priestly rituals and receive blessings before 
we wander the grounds (more selfie requests). 
The middle-class homes that line the road are 
painted with an Indian's delight in color: saf- 
fron with bright orange, lavender accents on 
royal blue, pink partnering mint-green. The 
lower classes make do, as always, with bamboo 
shacks. 

In Nagaland, we're quick to sense a dif- 
ference in lifestyle, in attitude. Children have 
a dull, glazed demeanor, as five-year-old girls 
tend the babies strapped to their backs. Adults 
fail to smile and converse. We're merely toler- 
ated. 


Sari-clad dancers perform at the annual tribal political-social gathering in Assam. Photo courtesy of India Beckons 
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It’s because of opium. We enter the building 
owned by the tribal king, whose brother is oc- 
cupied smoking the drug. We watch, mesmer- 
ized, but do not accept his invitation to join in. 

Tribal leaders in the headhunters’ village, 
where we next pull in—unannounced as usu- 
al—no longer naked and no longer hunting 
heads— display the feathered bearskin head- 
dress and chest tattoos that boast of their for- 
mer prowess. There’s a distinct Mongolian cast 
to their faces, so close here to Myanmar, which 
we enter, just to say we did. The border boasts 
a No Photos sign, but the soldiers inspecting 
our van bring out their own phones. 

Retracing the route to our village, we en- 
counter the only scary moment of the trip: 
the billowing smoke and crackling flames of a 
forest fire speeding towards us. Sudha’s quick 
thinking saves the day as we retreat, then make 
a dash along the smoldering road. 

Today we're off to Kaziranga National Park, 
a 200-square-mile game preserve through 
which we'll ride elephants at dawn to observe 
rhinos, deer, wild boar and wild buffalo, mon- 
keys, lizards and birds. Sadly, poachers observe 
them, too. It's also a tiger reserve, but we fail to 
spot any of the 120 wandering here. Enroute, 
we brake when Sudha spots a Brahmin funeral 
ritual taking place. Naturally we barge right in 
to meet the priest and mourning son, then are 
invited to visit the home where the extended 
family has gathered. More tea and sweets. And 
photos. If only folks in America were half as 
welcoming to strangers. 

Last stop: Guwahati, a town known for its 
ebullient celebration of Holi, “the festival of col- 
ors." Colors mean paint, water-pistol-sprayed 
or plastered onto anyone and everyone around. 
We don old clothes for the encounters, then 
make our way through the families gathered at 
the temple (another goat sacrifice to observe— 
or not), as our faces, hair and garments turn 
bright green, purple, and beyond. A final round 
of selfies and time to fly home, laden with the 
best of memories as the world became a bit 
smaller and friendlier for us. 

To plan your visit, visit Sudha's website, 
wwu.Indiabeckons.in Ё 
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0 Degrees And Sweaty, 
But Make It Fashionable 


Written by Kassidy Tarala 
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Look fab and fierce with this Jets Striped Bandeau one-piece. Photo courtesy of Nani Nalu 
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With just mere weeks of summer that Min- 
nesota delivers, it's necessary to be on top of 
your fashion game for every second of it. 

Regardless of your budget, style, or expe- 
rience in fashion, MARTINPATRICK3, Nani 
Nalu, and Mall of America’s finest Sara Rogers 
are here to share some swoon-worthy fashion 
tips for the summer months. That’s right— 
time to throw out the parka (okay, maybe just 
put it in the back of your closet... I suppose 
you might need it again), and slip into some- 
thing cool, comfortable, and most importantly, 
stylish. 

Hoss Al-Gassid, MARTINPATRICK3 store 
manager, says street wear has been back for 
a while, and he doesn’t foresee it going any- 
where any time soon. 

“Streetwear has been the hit and talk for a 
while, and we are all about it. We have Stone 
Island that just arrived, and we are expecting 
John Elliott to drop in soon,” Al-Gassid says. 

He also says prints, button up short sleeves 
and sneakers continue to grow as a trend, 
which means your summer will be both incred- 
ibly trendy and effortlessly comfortable. 

“Don't be afraid of prints, be it shorts with 
printed leaves or a short sleeve with flowers 
on them. Also, drop the board shorts and get 
better fitting swim trunks. If you are wearing 
sandals, wear the correct size, and please don't 
wear them with socks,” Al-Gassid says. 

Though AlGassid says MARTINPAT- 
RICK3 has a very unique vibe and is unlike 
most clothing stores, they offer something for 
everyone. Many women enjoy shopping their 
collections, too, he adds. 

^We offer a lifestyle. From shoelaces to for- 
mal dinner jackets. The idea is, if you are a man 
(or woman, we have lots of women that buys 
men's here) in need of something, we have it. 
We offer price points to accommodate every 
budget. Just because we offer high-end apparel 
doesn't mean we don't have introductory price 
points. We want every person that walks in the 


Look floral AF for the summer with this Veronica Beard jacket from Nordstrom. Photo courtesy of Mall of America 
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Ready for summer? Give Nani Nalu's breezy Bel Kazan 
Chelsey Pants a chance. Photo courtesy of Nani Nalu 


store be able to buy something no matter what 
their budget is," he says. “We offer hats, cuf- 
flinks, jewelry, wallets, shoe horns, and the list 
can go on and on. For clothing, we offer every- 
thing from street wear to boardroom." 

MARTINPATRICK3 is also popular for its 
barbershop, which serves between 350 and 
450 customers per week. They also offer in- 
house tailoring for men and women, dry-clean- 
ing, and shoe shine/repair. 

If you're planning on spending the limited 
summer days enjoying one of Minnesota's 
thousands of lakes, Nani Nalu has some great 
options for you. They offer women's swimsuits 
in sizes 0 to 24 and A to G cups. Prices range 
from $120 to $380 for a suit, and their fit & flat- 
ter service is always free. 
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Whether you're being caressed by the island breezes, or just want to stand out оп the beach, this Piccone Crop 
Stripe from Nani Nalu is just for you. Photo courtesy of Nani Nalu 


Continued on page 26 
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Feeling suave? Slip on this Canali Italian luxury menswear number. Photo courtesy of 
MARTINPATRICK3 


“Our selection is curated to meet lifestyle 
needs of multiple customers. This means you 
can find a suit for your honeymoon, spring 
break, vegas girls trip, or lakeside weekend 
with the in-laws. Each vacation opportunity has 
a different need and level of comfortability and 
function we need to meet. Our service assists 
our clients in discovering the best options to 
meet their needs and provide confidence,” says 
Nani Nalu owner Jennifer Cermak. 

This summer, Cermak says she anticipates 
a lot of gingham, stripes, and polka dots keep- 
ing the beaches interesting. 

“We are moving away from mustard yel- 
lows and into lilacs and purples, which are fun 
for the spring and summer. Bright and bold is 
making a come back in other patterns, making 
for fun mix and match opportunities between 
the classic gingham and a sophisticated floral,” 
Cermak says. 

Overall, Cermak says the mission of Nani 
Nalu is to help all customers find swimsuits 
that are in their price range and make them feel 
sexy and confident. After all, she adds, they are 
known for offering “sophisticated sexy!” 

And if anyone knows the importance of so- 
phistication in fashion, it’s Sara Rogers, style 
expert and wardrobe consultant at Mall of 


This Indochino jacket will give you the professional 
pop you need for the summer. Photo courtesy of Mall 
of America 
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Rodd And Gunn's SS19 collection is set to become a big part of MARTINPATRICK3's 
inventory come summer. Photo courtesy of MARTINPATRICK3 
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America. Rogers says she sees a lot of pastels, 
florals, and ruffles making their way into wom- 
en's wardrobes this summer. For men, Rogers 
says textures, pinstripes, and color blocking 
are quick and easy ways to add some interest 
to an outfit. In addition to fun pieces that are 
more on-trend, Rogers emphasizes the impor- 
tance of staple items. 

"Think of your closet as if you're decorating 
a room in your home. Consider building your 
wardrobe around a versatile base color. Buy a 
jacket and trouser (i.e. sofa and chair) in your 
favorite base color and then purchase tops, ac- 
cessories, and shoes (i.e. table top items. throw 
pillows, rugs, etc.) in accent colors that are 
complimentary to the base color and your com- 
plexion,” she says. 

One of her personal favorite summer sta- 
ples is a good pair of white jeans. Rogers says 
they’re better than white pants because they 
can be washed and bleached right at home 
rather than dry-cleaned. 

For more information about MARTINPAT- 
RICK3, Nani Nalu, or Sara Rogers, visit: 

www.martinpatrick3.com 

www.naninaluswim.com 

www.sararogers.com Ё 
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Saturday, May 18th • 7:30 PM 
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By Holly Peterson 


Minneapolis and St. Paul have been foodie 
cities for a while now. From fine dining, ex- 
ceptional greasy spoons, and artsy cafes, the 
Twin Cities has a little bit of everything for the 
resident foodie: including extraordinary cater- 
ing. If catering and foodie culture do not seem 
like an obvious pairing, then we cannot wait to 
revolutionize your catering game. Many local 
caterers defy expectations with exceptional ca- 
tering offerings, but there are two in particular 
to which we want to introduce you: Culinaire 
and We Cater to You. 

Culinaire is a national organization that spe- 
cializes in events at iconic cultural hubs like 
art museums, theaters, and concert halls. Cu- 
linaire owns several award-winning restaurants 
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(among them Sea Change and FIKA) which 
are the backbone of their catering services. 
Needless to say, they have the experience and 
resources to pull off events for thousands, and 
the attention to detail to make more intimate 
events just as special. 

We Cater to You is completely local. With a 
legacy running 35 years, it has been owned by 
business and life partners (a married couple! 
so cute!) Lynn Guggemos and Kym Chase for 
the last thirteen. We Cater to You is currently 
on a five-year winning streak for the Wedding 
Wire Couple's Choice Award and have plenty 
of other past awards that they can tell you all 
about. We Cater to You can do everything from 
a simple corporate breakfast to a full weekend 


Culinaire does events with the GLBT 
community throughout the year and 
received the 5 Factor Award from 

the Resource Center of Dallas for 
demonstrating diversity, inclusivity, and 
generosity. Photo courtesy of Culinaire 


Culinaire prides itself on impeccable presentation. 
Photo courtesy of Culinaire 


Jason Brown-Hoesing has been in catering for over 
20 years. He currently works with Culinaire, where he 
helps create “unforgettable and unique experiences” 
for guests at the events Culinaire caters. Photo 
courtesy of Culinaire 


We Cater to You makes a picnic everything you want it to be with refreshing food and stress-free service. Photo 
of three beautiful catered meals a day—and ev- courtesy of We Cater to You 


erything in between. 

So many elements that go into finding the 
right caterer. There are obvious questions to 
ask like, “Do they prepare the kind of food I 
want to serve my guests?”, or “Is this caterer 
located in my city?” And then there are the less 
logistical, more personal qualifications. Lynn 
gets that. “You need the right fit,” she says, 
“You want to have the same vision of things.” 
Sometimes this vision relates to aesthetics and 
working style: sometimes it has to do with our 
values. 

A lot of us want to support businesses that 
support the GLBT community. Both Culinaire 
and We Cater to You are GLBT-friendly. We 
Cater to You is obviously owned and run by a 
same-sex couple and has catered its fair share 
of same-sex weddings. Jason Brown-Hoesing, 
Culinaire’s regional director of catering sales, 
and also a member of the GLBT community, 
described the “close-knit [GLBT] community” 
in Minnesota. 

“Culinaire works closely with the GLBT 
community on a variety of events throughout 
the year,” he said, “(And our) involvement 
spreads beyond what we do here in the Twin 
Cities.” In fact, in 2017 Culinaire received a 5 
Factor Award from the Resource Center (one 
of the largest GLBT community centers in the 
nation), which notes Culinaire's dedication to . : ^ 
“demonstrating diversity, inclusivity, and gen- M “i io AE 


erosity.” We Cater to You prides itself on uniquely presenting high-quality, classic dishes. Photo courtesy of We Cater To You 


Continued on page 34 
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OUR LIVES 


SENIOR LIVING | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Only The Best From LSS 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota provides seniors compassion, care, and companionship. 


With a team of 2,300 employees and 8,000 
volunteers, it’s no wonder Lutheran Social 
Service (LSS) of Minnesota is able to provide 
care for seniors in all 87 counties of the state. 
As a statewide social service organization that 
supports one in 65 Minnesotans through ser- 
vices that inspire hope, change lives and build 
community, LSS seeks to foster safe and sup- 
portive homes for children, restore health and 
wellness in families, empower people with dis- 
abilities to live the lives they imagine, and pro- 
mote health, independence, and quality of life 
for older adults. 

LSS has 23 lines of service for children, 
adults, families, seniors, and folks with disabili- 
ties. Among these is the Senior Corps, a net- 
work of national service programs for Ameri- 
cans 55 years and older that improves people’s 
lives and fosters community engagement. LSS 
sponsors two of these services in Minnesota. 

“Our Senior Companion Program matches 
volunteers 55 and older with older adults who 
provide weekly visits. They offer companion- 
ship, help at home and provide rides to run er- 
rands, like going to the doctor or grocery shop- 
ping. The LSS Foster Grandparent Program 
matches volunteers 55 and older with children 
who need support at school. They provide 
them with a caring presence and academic sup- 
port,” says Jacqueline Nelson, senior manager 
of marketing and communications for LSS. 

LSS’ older adult services also offer nutri- 
tion support though LSS Meals, including LSS 
Meals on Wheels, LSS Bistro community din- 
ing sites, and other meal services. They also 
provide caregiver and companion services, 
cooking classes for older adults in several com- 
munities, guardianship options, and a pooled 
trust to ease the lives of Minnesota seniors. 

Though Nelson says LSS is uncertain of 
the presence of the GLBT community in their 
clientele, she says they work to serve all Min- 
nesotans. 

“What we do know is that we serve all Min- 
nesotans and have a philosophy of delivering 
our services with respect and compassion. 
We do offer a service in northern Minnesota 
called ‘Together for Youth’ that is specifically 
dedicated to providing an inclusive, supportive, 


Jerry Ostlund, left, is an LSS Senior Companion, and Ron Urbanski, right, is the assistant director for the LSS Senior 
Companion Program. Photo by Suzanne Shaff Photography 


and welcoming group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, two 
spirit, and allied youth in Duluth and Virginia, 
Minnesota. In our Together for Youth groups, 
youth can connect with their peers, find re- 
sources, explore issues and navigate challeng- 
es,” she says. 

Of all of the community programs of LSS, 
Nelson says a large percentage are seniors who 
partake in LSS’ older adult care programs. Be- 
tween 2010 and 2030, the number of adults 65 
years and older is expected to nearly double, 
and Nelson says helping individuals and fami- 
lies navigate the last third of life for loved ones 
will require more support from Minnesota 
neighbors. Services like the Senior Companion 
Program will be more important than ever and 


depend on community volunteers. 

"We're also looking at ways to meet the 
changing needs of our older adult population. 
Currently, we're working with a few hospital 
providers to connect companions with older 
adults who are being discharged from the hos- 
pital to help them get back on their feet and 
avoid being readmitted to the hospital," Nelson 
says. "We are continually innovating to find 
new solutions to meet the growing needs of 
older adults." 

Nelson says one of the may goals of LSS 
is to help older adults maintain their indepen- 
dence and live in their homes or settings of 


their choice for as long as they possibly can. 
For more information about LSS' services for 


seniors, visit www.lssmn.org. Ё 
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Join our Team of Caregivers 


Right at Home is seeking compassionate, caring and reliable people who are 


I FUR 


I LEATHER interested in working together to accomplish our mission: Improving the 

I SHEARLING Quality of Life for Those We Serve. 

1 CASHMERE We provide flexible, rewarding, part-time employment for caring people that 
want to help seniors live at home. Visit our Website to Apply. 


I DOWN 


RI BN ICK at 2012 Business of the Year 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 Ree FF FER EERE С 
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www.RibnickOuterwear.com 


No matter how you frame it, Right People. Right Services. Right Approach. Right Mission 


С) Swedish Do It Right... 


Motors Or Not At All. 


The Twin City's Premiere Independent 
Volvo Sales and 
Repair Shop 


Senior Real Estate Specialist 
MN Choice Homes Team 


RESULTS FE 


612- 805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
www.scottbelcher.com 


washburn-mcreavy.com 


Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 


314000 


MINNESOTA 


NATIONAL 


GUARD 


e $20K enlistment bonus . 
(Based on MOS and eligibility) 


e 100% college tuition — | For a FREE planning guide 
° Work experience 


Full time beret \ | please call 612.377.7841 


mnarmyguard _ 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring for, 
and adopting out dogs and cats into forever 
homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce working 
to invigorate, build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and certificates 
in acupuncture/Chinese Medicine, chiro- 
practic, massage therapy, and B.S. comple- 
tion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 


www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates cel- 
ebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender af- 
firmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal Eco- 
nomic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, and 
supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 


www.aliveness.org 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 
tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! ОЁ 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; HIV 
prevention and support; public education, re- 
search and advocacy. #HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 

(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental ill- 
nesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get con- 
fidential tests & treatment in a safe, caring 
setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

www.reddoorservices.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to par- 
ticipate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 

FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, cel- 
ebrating 40 years! Listen on air or online. 
Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of Minnesota. 
610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 26 
historic sites and museums part of your vaca- 
tion plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates theatre 
that educates, challenges and inspires. Val- 
ues: Imagination, Excellence, Respect, Inclu- 
sion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 

www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New Century 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: Broad- 
way shows, music concerts, 

comedy, dance and more! 

Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 


Enriching, inspiring and serving our commu- 


nity as a symphony orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you into a synthesis 


of beauty: breathtaking music, stunning cos- 


tumes, and extraordinary sets. 

Performances at the Ordway Music Theater 
- 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating performing 


arts and educational programs that enrich di- 


verse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 


An award-winning chorus building commu- 


nity through music and offers entertainment 
worth coming out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 


Methodist Church 
Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 


Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 

No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 


www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 

Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark’s 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities across 
Minnesota. Helping Minnesota students and 
seniors with personalized services that pro- 
mote independent, healthy & abundant lives. 
(651) 310-9440 


www |ssmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
Now in its 41st season, join hundreds of LGBTA 
softball players participating in the TCGSL. 
PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 55458 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this His- 
toric Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
infoGDiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. Ex- 
ceptional dining, attractions, shopping, hotels 
and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 


www. DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 
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International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Associa- 
tion Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & 
д Operated Since 1950 


Estimates 7am-5pm ° All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
_ 28th & Lyndale Аме. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Manthly Memberships 
5 Star Rated Ranges 
Huge Retail Selection 
Training Classes 
SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


Bill's 
22 
Gin Shope 
26 Range” 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM 


HELP WANTED 


SMOKING STUDY 


University of Minnesota 


Smokers wanted for a study 
that provides research cigarettes with different 
nicotine levels and access to other tobacco, 
e-cigarette or nicotine products. 


Joining the study is free and you will receive 
compensation for your time 
z.umn.edu/tobaccostudy 
For more information call 
Tobacco Research Programs: 

(612) 624-4566 
Or visit: tobaccoresearch.umn.edu 


HOUSE CLEANING 
„PROBABLY WON'T 
\\ “KILL YOU BUT WHY 
| ТАКЕ ТНЕ CHANCE?! 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


dm 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


INSURANCE 


e» StateFarm 


Davina Baldwin ^ 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


MATT'S TREE 8 SERVICE 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming + Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub we 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience _ 
| Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Couples Counseling 


marylouisegooch.com 


Serving you for over 100 years! SSSINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


REAL ESTATE 


Receive up to a 


$2,700 Rebate* 


with "he purchase of a qualifying 
Lennox® Home Comfort System 
1,700.00 


450.00 
550.00 


$2,700.00 


Professionals [= 
* Lennox Rebates 

* CenterPoint Energy Rebates 
* Xcel Energy Rebates 


TOTAL SAVINGS UP TO 


4500 Park Glen Road 

Suite 100 

= Vr IAN A . St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
к” VY oou ud cn p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 

RORTax.com 


pWenscompanies.com 


Michael Ness 
ae CIS Income Tax Professional 


commercial & Residential Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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We Cater to You made its presence felt at last year's Super Bowl in 
Minneapolis. Photo courtesy of We CaterTo You 


Both companies also work hard to be eco- 
friendly, sustainable, and as local as possible. 
Lynn explains, “Everything we make in-house 
is made from scratch, and because we are a 
smaller company, we use a lot of other small 
companies that are locally owned and operat- 
ed.” Culinaire also prioritizes using in-season, 
locally sourced ingredients. Yay! Good food 
you can feel good about! 

But enough about principles. What about 
resumés? No matter how big your event is 
going to be, chances are pretty good that Cu- 
linaire and We Cater to You have already done 
something bigger. Due to Culinaire’s relation- 
ship with the Guthrie, ASI, and the Walker, 
they are responsible for catering the Guthrie 
Gala, Cocktails at the Castle, Rock the Garden, 
and Avant Garden every year. Brown-Hoesing 
describes these as “one of a kind events” of 
which Culinaire is very proud. 

We Cater to You has a similarly impressive 
resume, from catering the Twin Cities Mara- 
thon, to being one of the select caterers who 
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worked with the Super Bowl in Minneapolis, 
to exclusively catering a four-day breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner for the Ryder Cup. All out- 
doors. Full china. 

Give them a ring. See what they can do for 
you. Have Jason tell you about the possibility 
of chef performances at your next event. This 
kind of interactive activity can take your next 
event to the next level. 

Ask Lynn about catering a picnic sometime 
this summer. We Cater to You makes elote that 
is to die for and an exceptional champagne 
chicken that you absolutely have to put on your 
Minneapolis must-try list. 

You cannot go wrong with either We Cater 
to You or Culinaire. 

You're welcome. 

Bon appétit. 

For more information on We Cater To You, 
visit www.wecatertoyou-mn.com. For more in- 
formation on Culinaire, visit www.culinaireintl. 
com. Ё 
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MAY 2 • 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


Е‹ COMMODORE 


BAR AND RESTAURANT 


THE COMMODORE 
BAR AND RESTAURANT 


79 WESTERN AVE. N. * ST. PAUL 


HOSTED BY 
DISCOVER STILLWATER 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 


ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


FEATURED NON-PROFITS: 
ж 


B 


2E 


Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Duluth Rochester 
952.455.5599 763.551.3544 651.633.7042 651.730.0321 218.723.2302 507.780.1611 


schneidermans.com 


